Scene 6
The Caesar Flickerman Show

Cast:  Caesar,  Rue,  Floor Manager, Cameraman,  Claudius,  Kat,  Nissa,  Cato, Glimmer

Props:  Revolving chair,  guests chairs,  camera, audience cards.

Floor Manager:  2 minutes to live broadcast.  Are we ready to go?

Camera:  All ‘A’ – okay.  Cameras 2 ,3 and 4 ready.  We’ll start with a close-up  on Mr Flickerman.

Floor manager:  Okay Camera 1,  make sure you keep a tight shot on Mr Flickerman’s good side.

Cameraman:  I’m ahead of you.  Caught his bad side last night and got an ear bashing.
Floor Manager: Lets have a good one.  

(Now Talks to audience)

Ok everyone,  you’ve all got in for free so make sure you make some noise.   We want to hear those applause go through the roof, and Mr Flickerman like to hear laughter at his jokes… And so does President Snow.  Just follow the cue cards… Lets have a practice..(lift the applause card)

Cameraman:   Cameras are rolling.

Floor Manager:  Ok. Everyone in the gallery, title sequences go.. we’re live to Panem in 5,4,3,2,1 and cue intro…

(Starsky and Hutch Music)
Claudius:  It’s Thursday night,  it’s 8 o’clock.. that can only mean one thing…  Fasten your seatbelts, because you’re on the ride of your life. It’s the show which all other shows want to be , winner of ALL the awards ‘s , and more.  It’s the Caesar Flickerman Experience..
Now here he is….. the man with the plan…  the king of chat.  The one they all just can’t help spilling the beans to.   He’s got the skills to pay the bills….   Herrrrrrreeeesssssssss  Caesar!
(Caesar bounds onstage… waving etc… runs down to shake front row’s hands)

Caesar:  Thank you,  Thank you…..  You’re too kind, too kind.

No no, please, please….

Now, now now… We’ve had a fantastic week, meeting Tributes from all over Districts, and tonight we meet the final few.

Time is ticking, so welcome my first guest,  from the Agricultural District…. It’s a little girl with a big heart, welcome Rue from district 11.

(crowd applause)

Caesar:  So Rue, and by the way you look wonderful tonight,  how’ve you found this week in the Capitol.
Rue:  It’s, it’s just so much noisier than home.

Caesar:  Pardon? Pardon?(exaggerating not being able to hear)

Rue:  I said it’s just so much… you’re messing with me aren’t you (giggles)
Caesar:  Sorry, I couldn’t resist.. So , Rue, I believe you work out in the fields, in the orchards.

Rue:  Yes, I pick apples, and pears with my family. It’s my job.

Caesar: I’m sure they’re very proud of you,  and where would we be without you little soldiers making sure we can make our delicious apple pie here in the Capitol.(Crowd laughs) …..  

Rue: (confused) I… I don’t know.
Caesar:  It’d be fruitless (looking at. audience)…. Fruitless? Get it.(laughing)
Rue:  Oh yes…you’re funny

Caesar:  that is my job dear (audience laughs again)

Rue:  Wow… you actually get paid to be funny.

Caesar:  Get paid.. what, you mean I could get paid for this?  (sharing joke with audience).
Now Rue.. I hear you did a great job on your training score.
Rue:  Yes Mr Flicky man. I got a 7.

Caesar:  A 7,  wow.. that’s excellent for someone of your stature.
Rue:  Thank you sir,  it means a lot.

Caesar:  You’re most welcome.  And finally, may I ask what your greatest asset in the Game will be?

Rue:  I’m VERY hard to catch… and if they can’t catch me, they can’t knock me out of the game., so don’t count me out.

Caesar:  I wouldn’t in a million years…. Lets give it up for Rue, Tribute from District 11.

Glimmer and Cato Interview
Caesar:  Now, now… from little Rue, one of our underdogs, to two of our big favourites to win.  Put your hands together for the 1 and 2 tributes,  Glimmer and Cato.  (pretends to keep them apart)
Glimmer : (Very confident and show off)   Caesar,  it’s great to meet you, we watch you every year on TV.   My mum thinks you are dishy.
Caesar:  Please…Glimmer   (pretends to be embarrassed) Mrs Flickerman might be watching… (turns to the audience) you are watching aren’t you dear.. (crowd laughs).

Cato:   Seriously, we’re big fans. It’s a dream for us to be here, in the Game.
Caesar:  Yes.. you district 1 and 2 tributes devote your life to training for the Game don’t you.  
Glimmer:  Yes, it’s all we think about… hoping we’ll be lucky enough to get chosen. I can’t wait to get in the arena to win.
Caesar:  What a wonderful example to the other, less aspirational districts.  
Cato:  We’re military districts,  serving the Capitol is our life.  We’re proud to serve our president.  And it’s no sacrifice really, it’s not like I’m not going to win(chuckles)… against farmers and weepy girls from the mine.
Caesar:  Now now Cato.. I can see Glimmer give you that ‘what about me look’.

Glimmer: He knows I’m a threat, but we respect each other, we’re 
on the same wavelength.

Cato:  Bring it on Caesar..  We’re the one’s to watch.
Caesar:  You certainly are…  and who should I bet my cap on, if I owned a cap.

Glimmer Cato:   You can bet on us
Caesar:  With training scores of 10 each, the super charged tributes of districts 1 and 2,   Glimmer and Cato.
Kat’s Interview
Caesar Flickerman: So, Kat, the Capitol must be quite a change from District 12. What impressed you most since you arrived here?

Kat: (Stammers.) Uh… Uh… The food…. the lamb stew.

Caesar Flickerman: The one with the dried plums? (Kat nods.) Oh, I eat it by the bucketful. It doesn’t show does it? (Turns so audience can see stomach.) 
Now…
Kat, when you came out here tonight, my heart actually stopped. What about that dress?

Kat: You mean this old thing?
Caesar Flickerman: Yes, it looks exquisite.  Designed by your stylist I presume.
Kat: Yes.   Cinna is just brilliant ,  it's the most gorgeous dress  I've ever worn… I can't believe I'm wearing it. . I mean look at it…

Kat stands up and spins around… her white dress sparks with flames

Caesar Flickerman: Oh, do that again! (Kat spins then stops.) Don’t stop!

Kat: I have to, I’m dizzy.

Caesar: All right, all right. .  Can’t have you falling over like that crazy old mentor of yours, now can we? 

(The crowd roars with laughter)

That was really something Kat, really something.

You are THE GIRL ON FIRE..
(The crowd roars)

So, how ‘bout that training score. E-LEV-EN. Give us a hint on what

happened there!

Kat: All I can say is I think it was a first.
Caesar Flickerman: You’re killing us, Details, Details!
Kat: I’m not supposed to talk about it. My lips are sealed.

(Caesar now speaks in a softer, caring voice for effect.  He knows how to manipulate an audience.)
Caesar Flickerman: ok, ok…Let’s go back to the moment they called your sister’s name at the Choosing. And you volunteered. Can you tell us about her?

Kat reverts to her real self and is caught off guard.

Kat: Her name’s Prim. She’s just 8. And I love her more than anything.

Caesar Flickerman: Did she come to say goodbye to you

Kat:  She did

Caesar Flickerman:  ( in agreement) She did
And  what did you say to her, in the end? After the choosing?

Kat: I told her I would try to win. To try to win for her.
Caesar Flickerman: (sincerely) Indeed you did… and try you will…
 (Patting her three times on the knee in a reassuring way)

Kat Everdean, Tribute from District 12.
