Scene 1:

Koraline:
Cast:  Koraline, Teacher, Jack, Jill,  Jermima, Jake
Setting: The classroom, home from school 

Props: chairs, bmx, schoolbooks
Teacher reads results of tests to children before hometime
Mr Fipps:
(Looking down his spectacles end of his nose)

Caroline Jones…

(Koraline sits by the window daydreaming and twirling her blue hair around her finger)

Mr Fipps:

CAROLINE JONES! (loudly)…

(Koraline wakes with a starts and knocks all her pencils and books on the floor)

Koraline:  Sir, yes sir Mr Fipps… I’m wide awake sir.

Mr Fipps: Well there’s a first time for everything.   

Koraline:  …It’s Koraline Mr Fipps..

Mr Fipps:

I beg your pardon

Koraline:   It’s Koraline – like a beautiful coral reef, teemimg with exotic shimmering fish…  only with a K.
Mr Fipps:
Is it indeed.  I don’t know where your spelling and grammar has gone these days.  

Jack:

My grammar’s down the bingo usually Mr Flipps.

(everyone sniggers)

Mr Fipps:  Who said that?

Jill:  It was Caroline sir, as usual.
Jermima:  It was sir, she’s disrupting the class again sir.

Jake:
  Sir, is blue hair allowed in school, I’m sure it’s against the rules.

Jill:  Caroline has blue hair again sir, she’s dyed it again just to be different.
Jake:  Just to annoy you sir.

Mr Fipps:
Annoying? Different ? Disrupting?  blue hair???   This is a place of Education– (Get rule book out and quotes)… 
Let me quote from our rulebook ‘Goves Great Lessons for Life’

Rule 1 – There is no place for individuality in a primary school

Rule 2 -  There is no place for fun stroke laughter stroke smiling in a primary school  – unless, referring to sub paragraph 4a section 7 , there is a clear learning object associated with said  fun stroke laughter stroke smiling.

Rule 3 –   We are here to learn rules and lists.

Rule 4 – See rule 3

Jill:
She’s breaking the rules again sir.

Mr Fipps:  Caroline Jones, this is the last straw. Tell your parents I want to see them on Monday.
Koraline:  But I know they’ll be too busy..
Mr Fipps:
Too busy? …to see me about there wayward daughter… no wonder you’ll never amount to anything Caroline… you haven’t any gumption, any drive, any  get up and go…. 

Jermima:  Yeah, what exactly DO YOU DO… CAROLINE?
Jack:
You really are abit, you know, something of a non entity.

Koraline: It’s not my fault

Jill: (mimicking in pathetic voice))  It’s not my fault…

(SCHOOL BELL)

Mr Fipps:  This weeks homework is to write an essay with the title ‘My skills and talents and how I can use them to contribute to society’

 Class dismissed – and Caroline Jones,  I expect your parents here at 3.00 on Monday, precisely.
Koraline:
Yes sir…. And it’s Koraline, not that anyone cares.

(Everyone leaves but Koraline drips her books again)

Jemima:  Good luck with your essay Caroline, how are you going to think of something to write?

Jack: (pretends to read from an essay) Caroline…..sorry Koraline, like a polluted coral reef, only spelt INCORRECTLY with a K.
Talents – hmmmm… NONE

Jill:
Skills – hmmmm – being incredibly good at being incredibly useless.

Jake: Nothing else to say.  The end

Jemima: Awarded Level …..Zero
(Jack nudges Koraline, making her drop her books again)

(bike/ car horn sounds – Wylie and Bee enter – one on a BMX)

Bee: – Why don’t you numbskulls just jog on home – haven’t you got anything better to do?

Wylie: Yeah…

(starts talk to bee picks up his words and talks for him)

Bee:  Yeah, you’re right Wylie,  they do look kinda like sheep following each other.

Jill: Look who it is, the crazy siblings, Wylie and Bee…. 

Jack:  Why and Be…. WHY BE BOTHERED… 

(The kids snigger)

Wylie:  They…

Bee:  They haven’t got an original thought between them, you’re right.

Wylie:  I..

Bee:  Ok Ok Wylie,  give it a rest… does your jaw ever get tired.

Jake:  Another pair of oddballs – you two don’t even go to school,  so how come we’re the numbskulls.

Wylie:  Act…
Bee:  Actually, I know what you mean Wylie… they don’t see the irony in that statement, it’s like the man versus dolphin analogy.

Koraline:
I know that, I read about  it . it’s like we think we are more 

intelligent than dolphins because people have  achieved so much - the 
wheel, ipads, New York, wars and so on - whilst all the dolphins have 

ever done is muck about in the water having a good time. 

But on the other hand, the dolphins had always believed that they were far more intelligent than man - for precisely the same reasons.
Jake: You’re all crazy…lets go…

Jack:  We’ll see you Monday CAROLINE… 

Wylie: Wow…

Bee: You’re right Wylie… she’s smart… what’s your name kid.

Koraline:  Koraline….like the
Wylie: Co…

Bee:  Cool… like the coral reef….  Is that with a k?
Koraline:  hmmmm… yeah (pleasantly surprised)

Wylie: LLLL…
Bee: We like your yellow boots Koraline with a K…. shows abit of individuality… Presume you’re the new girl  just moved into the old Palace Hotel up on the hill.

Koraline:  Yeah.. we live in the main building.. there’s some other old residents in the basement and the flat upstairs.
Wylie:  Stra…

Bee:  Your not wrong there Wylie… they’re a strange bunch, but pretty harmless.

Koraline:  Hmmmm, your brother Wylie….he errr, never….

(interrupts)

Bee:  I know , I know , don’t I know it, he never shuts up… it’s a wonder anyone gets a word in.

Wylie: Bu…

Bee:  See what I mean.  Anyway, we got things to do….. Home schooling is very intensive you know….  See you around kid…  

Wylie: (Turns around and says enigmatically)
Never ignore a mices advice

(they ride off… narrowly avoiding a black cat)

Bee:  Watch out kitty…

Cat:  (screeches)
Koraline:  You’re a lucky old black cat… almost lost one of your nine there.  

(the cat just purrs and tilts it’s head)

Koraline:  Can you understand me… or are you just as stupid as me? Stupid old Karoline… never amount to anything..
*6 minute*

*People are Strange 2 minutes*
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